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ANNCR: 

ONCE AGAIN THE INDIAN STATE OF WEST BENGAL IS FACING AN 
ACUTE REFUGEE PROBLEM -- THIS TIME FROM FORMER EAST PAKISTANI 
REFUGEES SEEKING A SECOND RE-SETTLEMENT. THE REFUGEES POSE A 
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS SECURITY SITUATION FOR THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
WHICH SAYS IT IS SIMPLY UNABLE TO RENDER EFFECTIVE RELIEF TO 
THE UNWELCOME INTRUDERS, FROM OUR SOUTH ASIAN BUREAU, 

GAURI JOSHI HAS THIS BACKGROUNC REPORT: 
VOICE: 

WEST BENGAL'S THIRTY-YEAR OLD REFUGEE PROBLEM IS A LEGACY 
OF THE INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT'S INDEPENDENCE IN 1947, REFUGEES -- 
MOSTLY HINDUS FROM THE FORMER EAST PAKISTAN -= POURED INTO WEST 
BENGAL DURING THE 1950'S. THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT RESETTLED OVER 
25,000 EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEE FAMILIES IN CAMPS IN DANDAKARANYA 
ON THE BORDER OF ORISSA AND MADHYA PRADESH BECAUSE WEST BENGALI'S 
RESOURCES WERE STRETCHED BEYOND CAPACITY. BUT LINGUISTIC AND 
CULTURAL AFFINITY WITH WEST BENGAL AND COMPLAINTS OVER LIVING 
CONDITIONS IS AGAIN ORIVING THESE REFUGEES TOWARDS THE SUNDERBAN 
REFUGEE REHABILITATION CAMPS IN WEST BENGAL. COPT) SOME OF THE 
REFUGEES HAD DESERTED DANDAKARANYA SEVEN YEARS AGO DURING THE 
BANGLADESH WAR INDEPENDENCE, THEY LEFT THEIR CAMPS IN THE HOPE 
OF REGAINING THEIR HOMES AND LAND BUT LATER RETURNED DISAPPOINTED. 
CENO OPT) 

THE FRESH INFLUX, WHICH BEGAN IN FEBRUARY, TOPPED THE 
60,000 MARK THIS WEEK AS A WORRIED STATE ADMINISTRATION TRIED 
TO CHECK THE REFUGEE BUILD-UP. THE PROBLEM TOOK A SERIOUS 
TURN THIS PAST WEEK WHEN SOME OF THE REFUGEES APPROACHING 
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SUNDERBAN BECAME OPENLY DEFIANT. 

OFFICIAL REPORTS FROM CALCUTTA SAY THAT ABOUT 2,000 REFUGEES 
FORCIBLY OCCUPIED HOUSES OF LOCAL PEOPLE IN THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
SUNDERBAN AND HIJACKED A NUMBER OF BOATS IN AN EFFORT TO CROSS 
RIVERS TO REACH THE ALREADY OVERFLOWING REFUGEE CAMPS, WEST 
BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER JYOTI BASU HAS WARNED THAT THE REFUGEES 
COULD DIE IN LARGE NUMBERS BECAUSE THE OVERBURDENED ADMINISTRATIO! 
1S UNABLE TO RENDER ANY ASSISTANCE TO THEM. 

EARLIER THIS MONTH, THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT TURNED DOWN 
PROPOSALS THAT THE DANDAKARANYA REFUGEES BE RESETTLED IN THE 
ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS IN THE BAY OF BENGAL. THE 
AUTHORITIES, WHO INITIALLY PROVIDED THE REFUGEES WITH LAND TO 
SETTLE AND LOANS TO BUY BULLOCKS, SEEDS AND AGRICULTURAL 
INPUTS, NOW SAY THEY ARE PREPARED TO PUMP ADDITIONAL FUNDS INTO 
DANDAKARANYA TO LURE THE REFUGEES TO RETURN THERE. BUT WHETHER 
THEY WILL GO BACK REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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